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and tliey must needs be led in that direction.
Quesada conducted Ms forces across the cordillera,
and with great difficulty they made their way to
the banks of the Magdalena. But their guides had
escaped from them. The inhabitants had crossed
to the other side of the river, and the Spaniards
beg^n to suffer from fevers and want of provisions.
Leaving several comrades who had died of exposure
and fever, the rest made their way up the mountain
slopes, with their thirst for gold unsatisfied.

Quesada once more fixed his headquarters at
Muequeta, the deserted palace of the Zipa, in
January 1538; and, in order to give some satis-
faction to his avaricious followers, he determined
to distribute such treasure as had been collected.
For the royal fifth he set aside 40,000 pesos of fine
gold and 562 emeralds.1 Each foot-soldier got
520 pesos, each cavalry soldier 1040, each officer
2080, seven officers' shares for Quesada himself,
and nine for the Adelantado de Lugo.

The Zipa Thisquezuza had retreated to a
secluded forest to the westward,2 where he held his

1  Manuscript reports of the captains, San Martin and Lebrija,
quoted by Acosta.    Colonel Acosta thinks that vast sums were
secreted by Quesada and his officers, and that the real amount was
double what was officially stated.

2  Near Facatativa.